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CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 3190 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, PFOR, TD, US 

SUBJECT: OMEGA TRINIDAD PHASE-OUT 

REF: (A) PORT OF SPAIN 2864, (B) STATE 285910 (NOTAL), 

(C) PORT OF SPAIN 3109 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE TRINIDAD GOVERNMENT 
RESPONDED ON DECEMBER 3 IN PARLIAMENT TO THE 
OPPOSITION INQUIRY CONCERNING THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF THE OMEGA STATION 
IN TRINIDAD (REF A). LEADER OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

IN THE HOUSE KAMAL MOHAMMED STATED THAT THE STATION 
WAS OPERATED UNDER THE TERMS OF THE 1961 TREATY 
BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE THEN FEDERATION OF THE WEST 
INDIES. THE AGREEMENT, HE SAID, GAVE THE U.S. THE 
RIGHT TO OPERATE A NAVAL STATION AND AN EXPERIMENTAL 
ELECTRONICS STATION IN THE DEFENSE AREA AT CHAGUARAMAS. 

2. IN 1970 MOHAMMED SAID, OMEGA TRINIDAD WAS ONE OF 
FOUR DEVELOPMENTAL STATIONS IN OPERATION AROUND THE 
WORLD. THE TRINIDAD STATION WAS, HE SAID, STILL 
DEVELOPMENTAL AND IS DUE TO BE PHASED OUT AT THE END 
OF 1977. MOHAMMED STATED THAT IN 1970, WHEN THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PORT 0 03190 081908Z 

CABINET DECIDED TO ACCEPT THE RETURN OF THE SITE OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


THE U.S. AIR FORCE MISSILE TRACKING STATION, IT ALSO 
PROPOSED A NEW FIVE-YEAR AGREEMENT TO COVER THE 
OPERATION OF THE OMEGA STATION. HE CONCLUDED THE 
GOVERNMENT'S REPLY WITH A STATEMENT THAT THE 1961 
AGREEMENT WILL EXPIRE ON DECEMBER 31, 1977. 

3. THERE WAS NO FURTHER DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON DECEMBER 3, AND NO 
REPORTS OF THE STATEMENT HAVE YET APPEARED IN THE 
MEDIA. END UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. 

4. AS EMBASSY HAD HOPED AND AS ITS EFFORTS TO 
CONSULT (REF C) WERE DIRECTED, THE GOTT STATEMENT WAS 
BRIEF, NON-CONTENTIOUS, AND DID NOT FORECLOSE THE 
OPTION OF EXTENDING THE OPERATION OF OMEGA TRINIDAD 
BEYOND 1977. IF THIS OPTION IS TO BE 

REALISTICALLY PURSUED, HOWEVER, AN EARLY 
DECISION TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS ON THE TERMS 
IS IMPERATIVE. 
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